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While concern over the rapid destruction of recently discovered deep-sea reefs is widespread, the study of cold-water corals is still in its infancy. Data on their reproductive biology are particularly scant, with most knowledge currently based on histological investigation of scleractinians (Waller et al. 2005) , and less attention being given to octocorals in spite of their abundance and ecological importance (Lumsden et al. 2007 ). Investigations of deepsea corals under laboratory conditions would be particularly useful to elucidate life history adaptations, yet opportunities remain extremely rare.
Live colonies of Drifa glomerata and Drifa sp.
(as yet unidentified) were collected with the ROV ROPOS off Newfoundland in the northwest Atlantic between 360 and 1,240 m depth. The 28 colonies were monitored for over 12 months in flow-through systems of natural unfiltered seawater (0-8°C) kept in the dark. They started releasing planulae (Fig. 1a, b ) from a few days to several weeks after collection, allowing the first observation of deepsea coral planulation in flagrante delicto. Drifa sp. is apparently the first member of the family Nephtheidae (Alcyonacea) shown to brood planulae in morphologically distinct reproductive polyps (i.e.~3 times larger, no tentacles; Fig. 1c) . In both species, planulae are large (2-6 mm long, possibly the largest ever described) and generally released singly, within 15 min (Fig. 1a, b, d) . Overall, 402 planulae were released by the fertile colonies of Drifa sp. (n = 18) and 74 by D. glomerata (n = 1).
